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EEmmeerriittaa  SSeenniioorr  SScciieennttiiffiicc  RReesseeaarrcchheerr (Directrice de Recherche Emérite) at the C.N.R.S. (Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique, France). Research unit  : CIHAM / UMR 5648, Lyons, France. 
Research themes and missions 
Dominique Cardon’s long pursued research themes are the history and archaeology of textile 
production and dyeing.  
She is the author of several books on Natural Dyes, in French and in  English, one of which received  
the “Art and Science of Colour Prize”, Bronze Award, of the L’Oréal Foundation in 2003.  
She has acted as the scientific director of several International Symposiums/Workshops on Natural 
Dyes in India, in Korea (ISEND = International Symposiums and Exhibitions on Natural Dyes), in 
Taiwan (ISEND 2014 in collaboration with the National Taiwan Craft Research and Development 
Institute), and has co-organised ISEND 2011 Europe in La Rochelle, France,  and IFPECO (International  
Festival on Plants Ecology and Colours in antanarivo (Madagascar ), 15-21 May 2017. She was 
awarded the UNESCO Medal “Thinking and Building Peace” in 2006 for her contribution to the first of 
these Symposiums on Natural Dyes.  
Distinctions : 
She was made Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur in 2016 for her work and achivements in Textile 
Research, and Chevalier de l’Ordre des Lettres, des Arts et de la Culture of the Republic of 
Madagascar in 2017 for the scientific direction of the “international Festival Plants, Ecology and 
Colours,  IFPECO”. 
 
- 1993 : Prize “ANVIE/CNRS de la Valorisation”  
a prize for applied research, granted for my collaboration with SERICA, a French SME dedicated to 
the production of silk garments and knitwear made with silk produced in the traditional regions of 
sericulture of the South of France. I worked for them as a consultant to create a collection of silk and 
silk-and-cotton woven and knitted textiles, dyed with natural dyes following medieval  recipes 
collected from published and unpublished technical treatises and dyers’ recipe-books. 
- 1995 : "Author" Prize of Scientific and Technological Culture granted by the French Ministery  of 
Higher Education and Research  
- 1998 : Grand Prix Möbius France for the CD-Rom Le Secret des couleurs (The Mystery of Colours), 
Ed. Carré Multimedia, Paris.  
- 2002 : Clio “Special Prize of the Jury” granted for the whole of my work on archaeological textiles. 
 - 2003 : “Art and Science of Colour Prize”, Bronze Award, of the L’Oréal Foundation for my book Le 
Monde des Teintures naturelles. 
- 2006: UNESCO Medal “Thinking and Building Peace” for the scientific direction and coordination of 
“Naturally… International Symposium/Workshop on Natural Dyes-Hyderabad, India, 5-12th November 
2006” organised by UNESCO and Crafts Council of India. 
- 2011: Silver Medal of CNRS.  

--  22001133  ::  GGrraanndd  PPrriixx  ddee  ll’’AAccaaddéémmiiee  dduu  PPaasstteell  ((PPrriizzee  ooff  tthhee  AAccaaddeemmyy  ooff  WWooaadd,,  TToouulloouussee))..  

--  22001144  ::  GGrraanndd  PPrriixx  dd’’AArrcchhééoollooggiiee  ddee  llaa  FFoonnddaattiioonn  CCiinnoo  DDeell  DDuuccaa//IInnssttiittuutt  ddee  FFrraannccee  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  tthhee  

mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  MMiissssiioonn  AArrcchhééoollooggiiqquuee  FFrraannccoo--CChhiinnooiissee  iinn  XXiinnjjiiaanngg,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  mmyysseellff  ..  

--  22001155  ::  NNaavveettttee  dd’’AArrggeenntt  ((SSiillvveerr  SShhuuttttllee))  ggrraanntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ««  TToouurrss  CCiittéé  ddee  llaa  SSooiiee  »»..  
International research groups, work as editor or reviewer for scientific journals : 



International Advisor for the Board of the Textile Society of America; member of “think tank” of CTR 
(The Danish National Research Foundation's Centre for Textile Research), Copenhaguen, Denmark; ;  ; 
member of the international group Researchers into Dyes in History and Archaeology; reviewer for 
Archaeometry, Journal of Archaeological Science, Textile History, Coloration Technology and other 
Journals. 
Responsibility in associations, political activities :  
Elected municipal concillor in my village, Colognac (Gard, France),  1995-2014 ; 
Elected president of the Association Filière Colorants Naturels/Natural Colorants Federation from 
1998 until the end of the Association in 2006. 
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Collaborations with Media 
2015 – Presentation of Mémoires de teinture at « Bibliothèque Médicis », TV Public Sénat. 
2014 – Collaboration to Bleu de Pastel (Woad Blue). Film 52 mn. Direction Dominique Guerrero and 

Clotilde Verries.. Coproduction : Argane Productions, Vosges Télévision and TVSud. 



2007 – Introduction and interviews in: In Search of Lost Colour: The Story of Natural Dyes. DVD 90 mn. 
Direction C. Kwon and T. McLaughlin. Production: Maiwa Productions, Vancouver (Canada). 

2003 – Collaboration to: Les Momies du Taklamakan. Réalisation O. Horn, production Ex Nihilo. Several 
presentations on ARTE. 

 


