
Dominique Cardon is a Senior Scientific Researcher (Directrice de Recherche) at the 
C.N.R.S. (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique) in Lyons, France, whose long 
pursued research themes are the history and  archaeology of textile production and 
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1971: training in Perou. Initiation to the methods of analysis of archaeological textiles in Lima, with 
Pr.A.Versteylen-Coessens, who was then creating a department of studies and conservation of 
precolumbian textiles at the University of San Marco, and with Pr. Jimenez-Borga, archaeologist. 
Training in the techniques of alpaga spinning, dyeing with lichens, indigo and cochineal and weaving 
on the belt-loom (regions of San Pedro de Cajas, Jauja, Huancayo, Andahuaylas in the Andes) ; 
training in the techniques of cotton spinning and weaving on the belt-loom, of dyeing with the 
traditional  tropical forest dye-plants in different Kampa villages of the Amazonian province of Satipo. 
1972-1985 : creation of a dye- and weaving workshop in the Cévennes (South of France), dye-
experiments and reconstitutions of ancient dye-recipes from Mediterranean and European written 
sources (Antiquity-XIXth c. AD)  ; work for the Paris High Fashion (Chanel, Catherine McLean) : 
tweeds in wool or wool and silk, dyed with natural dyes ; fine textiles in cashmere, yack, camel and 
alpaga hair, silk, gold and silver threads. 
1987 : training in TLC chromatography of natural dyes at the Laboratory of Botany, Phytochemistry 
and Mycology of the Faculté de Pharmacie, University of  Montpellier I. 
1989: training in the Schweppe method of identification of dyes on ancient textiles and TLC, at Dr. 
Helmut Schweppe’s personal laboratory, Frankenthal, Pfalz, Germany. 
1993: training into the techniques of identification of vegetable fibres, Institut Textile de France, 
Bagneux, near Paris. 
1993: training in the Ryder method of archaeological wool-analysis, at Dr. Michael Ryder’s personal 
laboratory, Southampton, U. K.. 
1996: further training in archaeological wool-analysis, at the Textile Research Associates laboratory, 
York Archaeological Trust, U. K.  
 
Current research themes : History and  archaeology of textile production and dyeing 
History and archaeology of  textile production 
- The rise of  the woolcloth industry  in medieval Europe as a model of integrated economy generating 
democratic and social developments : preparation of a series of books (1st volume already published, 
see selected bibliography).  
- Study and publication of series of archaeological textiles :  



Prehistoric Europe and Central Asia ;  
Antiquity : Roman Egypt, Silk Road civilizations (archaeological textiles from Xinjiang, 

China, and Kazakhstan) ; 
 Medieval Ages : Europe, Islamic Egypt. 
History and archaeology of dyeing 
- Research on, and publication of medieval to XVIIIth c. dye-recipe books and technical treatises (see 
selected bibliography). 
- Coordination of programs of dye-analyses of ancient textiles (from Europe, Africa (Egypt, sub-
Saharan Africa), the Middle East, Central Asia, Pre-Columbian civilisations, New Zealand) ; growing 
of dye-plants, breeding of dye-insects ; collection of natural dyestuffs and dyeing of reference 
samples. 
  
Current consulting missions : 
- since 2004: collaboration with the PROTA (Plant Resources of Tropical Africa) Foundation 
(University of Wageningen, the Netherlands) for programs concerning dye and tannin plants of 
Tropical Africa. 
- since 2004 : scientific coordination of programs of development of the uses of natural dyes: in silk 
and vegetable fibre textiles in Madagascar for a group of NGOs (ONUDI, Mondo Giusto, SAHA 
program); as part of a program of conservation of the dry tropical forest of New Caledonia, in 
partnership with IRD (Institute of Research for Development). 
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2003, p. 209-213. 
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2008  - J. Wouters, I. Vanden Berghe, G. Richard, R. Breniaux, D. Cardon, “Dye analyses of 
selected textiles from three Roman sites on the Caravan roads in the Eastern Desert of Egypt”, 
Dyes in History and Archaeology, 21, pp. 1-16.  


